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MISSOURI COMMUNITY NEWS

“Extreme Makeover” Plans Joplin Build: 7 Homes in 7 Days
Producers of the ABC reality show "Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition" have announced their goal for a build in Joplin: seven
houses in seven days. "Extreme Makeover" executives recently
announced that they planned a multi-home project in the city that
lost more than 7,000 homes, along with 160 lives, in the May 22

tornado. Groundbreaking for the week-long build is scheduled for Oct. 19, with Nixa Mayor
Sam Clifton, president of Joplin-based Millstone Custom Homes leading the project. The
show is asking for thousands of volunteers and businesses to take part in the homebuilding
spree. Read more... 

City of Liberty Offers New Service to its Business Community
The city of Liberty has rolled out a new initiative through its
website called Liberty Marketplace to promote local
business to its citizens and visitors. More than just an on-line
listing of Liberty businesses, Liberty Marketplace will give businesses an opportunity to link
to already existing websites or to create a new mini-website designed by the business
owner. In these mini-websites, businesses can display information such as new
merchandise or services, current coupon offerings, available job openings and other topical
news. More than 600 licensed businesses already have a basic listing in Liberty
Marketplace. Business owners wanting more information on the service should contact
Karan Johnson, economic development manager for the city of Liberty, at
816.439.4532. Read more...  

MEDC Seeks Awards of Excellence Applications for Fall Conference
The Missouri Economic Development Council (MEDC) is
seeking applications for its annual Awards of Excellence, to
be presented at the MEDC Fall Conference, October 26 – 28,
at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Columbia. The online
award application is available on the MEDC website.

Deadline for entries is October 1. For further information, contact the MEDC office at (573)
636-7383, or Marketing Committee Chair Lori Becklenberg at (314) 444-1193. Read
more... 

FOCUS ON MISSOURI

Last Chance to Register Online for 2011 Governor’s Conference on Economic
Development: “Empowered to Deliver”

Sept. 21-23, University Plaza Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield The
2011 Governor’s Conference on Economic Development begins next week,
Sept. 21-23, in Springfield. You still have time to register  online
at Governor's Conference on Economic Development, or walk-ins are
welcome on-site. Check out the website for the latest information on the

UPCOMING EVENTS
Missouri Partnership
Marketing Events
Schedule of Missouri
Partnership Marketing Events

September 17 - 22, 2011
Business Development Trade
Mission to Saudi Arabia

September 18 - 21, 2011
IEDC Annual Conference:
Connect Locally, Succeed
Globally 
Charlotte, NC

September 21 - 23, 2011
Missouri Governor's
Conference on Economic
Development
Springfield

September 26 - 29, 2011
Trade Mission to China

October 11 - 13, 2011
Missouri Governor's
Conference on Tourism

October 22 - 29, 2011
Governor's Trade Mission to
China

October 26 - 28, 2011
MEDC Fall Conference 
Columbia

November 29 - 30, 2011
Fostering Strategies for
Change: Children, Families &
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conference, and we will see you in Springfield! 
[This event is recognized by the International Economic Development Council (IEDC) as a professional
development event that counts toward the recertification of Certified Economic Developers (CEcD).]

And the Winner is…
Please join the Missouri Division of Tourism on Wednesday, Oct. 12, when
the best and the brightest stars in the Missouri Tourism world will be
recognized at the annual Awards and Recognition Banquet. The banquet is
an integral part of the Governor’s Conference on Tourism, Oct. 11-13, in
Jefferson City. AND, the competition leading up to this year’s awards show
was particularly tough with numerous entries in all categories. Read more...

Fitch Ratings Reaffirms Missouri's AAA Status; Report Cites State's "willingness and
ability to support fiscal balance"

A second top global credit-rating agency, Fitch Ratings, has joined
Standard & Poor's in reaffirming Missouri's AAA credit rating, Gov. Jay
Nixon recently announced. The ratings, which apply to general
obligation bonds issued by the state, help keep borrowing rates low for
school districts, local governments, and public bodies that borrow
money to undertake major projects. Lower interest rates save

taxpayers millions of dollars a year. Read more... 

DED Releases August 2011 State Jobs Report
Missouri’s unemployment rate remains three-tenths of a point below
the national average, according to data released by the Missouri
Department of Economic Development. Missouri’s unemployment rate
for August is 8.8 percent, up one-tenth of a point from the July report.
The state’s unemployment rate remains seven-tenths of a point lower
than it was in January. Read more... 

MHDC to Offer Additional Single-Family Housing Benefits to Homebuyers in Joplin,
other Areas Hard Hit by Severe Weather

As part of the Jumpstart Joplin Initiative and in an effort to stimulate
the Joplin housing market following the May 22 tornado, the Missouri
Housing Development Commission (MHDC) has developed the
Missouri Assistance in Disaster (MO-AID) program to help Missourians

purchase a home in disaster areas that were affected by severe weather. The MO-AID
program will be available in counties affected by natural disasters in 2011. Read more... 

DED, MHDC to Provide Credit Counseling to Survivors of Joplin Tornado
The Missouri Department of Economic Development (DED) and the
Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC) are currently
offering credit counseling services with Consumer Credit Counseling
Service of Springfield, Joplin, West Plains, Inc., to assist survivors of the
May 22 tornado. Counselors will be on hand to provide budget, credit
and mortgage counseling services to survivors of the Joplin tornado at
the State Resource, Rebuilding and Recovery Center, 705 Illinois Ave., Joplin. There is no
charge for this service. Read more... 

Top 30 Employing Occupations
Missouri's top 30 employing occupations account for more than 1.1
million of the state's workers, or 42.1 percent of total employment,
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according to the May 2010 Occupational Employment Statistics data.
Hourly pay for the top 30 occupations ranges from $8.43 for combined
food preparation and serving workers, including fast food, to $44.36 for
general and operations managers. Read more... 

Missouri Data Center Unveils New Census Reports Applications
The Missouri Data Center has released a new geography report generator to
view the recently released 2010 Census demographic data. Up to four
separate geographies may be used to generate the Census reports. Read
more... 

YMCA of St. Joseph
Awarded $250,000 in NAP
Tax Credits by DED
Young Men’s Christian
Association (YMCA) of St.
Joseph has been approved
for $250,000 in state tax
credits under the
Neighborhood Assistance
Program (NAP) by the
Missouri Department of
Economic Development
(DED). YMCA of St. Joseph
will utilize the tax credits for
construction of the new Y
Community Campus on the
northeast side of St. Joseph.
This new 29,000-square-foot
facility will provide a full
range of health and wellness
services, including affordable
child care, for the entire
community. Read more...

DED Awards $150,000 in
Youth Opportunities Tax
Credits to University City
Children’s Center
The Missouri Department of
Economic Development
(DED) has announced that a
University City organization
that offers various services
to Missouri children has
been approved for $150,000
in state tax credits under the
Youth Opportunities Program
(YOP). University City
Children's Center will utilize
YOP tax credits to increase
capacity to provide early
child care and education to
at-risk and disadvantaged

Program Offers Education,
Workforce Opportunities
for St. Louis Youth
Data from the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics indicate
students who drop out of
high school are more likely
than high-school graduates
to be unemployed or not
participate in the workforce.
A chart presented in the
summer 2011 Occupational
Outlook Quarterly shows
eight percent of young
people who had not
graduated from high school
were unemployed during the
October when they were age
23. The connection between
education and workforce
participation is more definite.
Thirty-two percent of high-
school dropouts were not in
the workforce; that is, neither
working nor looking for work,
during the October when
they were age 23. Case
studies from the St. Louis
Agency on Training and
Employment (SLATE)
demonstrate how Workforce
Investment Act youth
programs help young people
complete education, gain
work experience, and
actively engage in the
process of career planning.
Cooperating employers, job
developers, and focused
young people are
fundamental to these
personal success stories. 
Read more...

DED Seeking Businesses
to ‘Spotlight’
Own a business you would
like profiled? Think one in
your community should be
recognized for its
outstanding service,
innovative idea or
uniqueness? "Spotlight on
Missouri Business" may be
just the way to go. Spotlight
on Missouri Business is a
periodic feature by the
Missouri Department of
Economic Development
(DED) that profiles a
Missouri business on the
DED website. Past Spotlight
articles have featured Smith
Electric Vehicles,
Newsy.com, Mid-America
Brick, and Around The
Table® Games. Your
business could be the next to
be featured! For more
information or to recommend
a business for Spotlight on
Missouri Business,
contact Keener Tippin at
(573) 751-9065.

UnderCover, Inc.
Announces New 70,000-
sq.-ft. Expansion
UnderCover, Inc.,
manufacturer of UnderCover
Truck Bed Covers, has
announced the expansion of
a new 70,000-sq.-ft. paint
facility. In addition to the new
facility, the company plans to
add 30 new jobs to its
existing workforce of 60

Technology Development Centers
(SBTDC)

{SBTDC training seminars at
MSU}

{SBTDC training seminars at
UMKC}

Missouri Small Business
Regulatory Fairness Board

Missouri Technology Corporation

Missouri Women Owned Business
Network

Missouri Women's Council

Missouri Workforce Investment
Board

Mizzou - Economic Development
at Mizzou

MoFAST

MOSourceLink

MU - University of Missouri
Extension

Questions or Comments?
Please contact:

Jane Holtsman
(573) 522-1593

or email:
missourifocus@ded.mo.gov
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children. This program will
allow youth to build a strong
academic and behavioral
foundation. Read more...

Youth Opportunities Tax
Credits Awarded to
Covenant House Missouri
Covenant House Missouri,
St. Louis, has been
approved for $202,833 in
state tax credits under the
Youth Opportunities Program
(YOP) by the Missouri
Department of Economic
Development (DED).
Covenant House provides
housing and support
services to homeless and at-
risk youth, ages 16-21,
throughout the St. Louis
region. Donations received
as part of this YOP project
will be directed to Supportive
Living Programs that provide
counseling, education,
employment counseling, job
readiness classes, and life
skills training, to help at-risk
youth become productive
and self-sufficient members
of the community. Read
more...

DED Awards $280,000 in
NAP Tax Credits to
Atchison County Memorial
Building Foundation
A Rock Port not-for-profit
organization has been
approved for $280,000 in
state tax credits under the
Neighborhood Assistance
Program (NAP) by the
Missouri Department of
Economic Development
(DED). The Atchison County
Memorial Building
Foundation will utilize
donations received as part of
this NAP project to complete
Phase II renovations to the
Atchison County Memorial
Building. Renovation will
include: repairs to the north
exterior wall and updates to
the HVAC, plumbing and
electrical systems. The
historic building houses the
Liberty Theatre, the Walk of

Kirksville Rotary Luncheon
Focuses on Business and
Job Seeker Support
Division of Workforce
Development Northwest
Business Representative
Lana Vestal and Workforce
Development Specialist
Shari Schenewerk of the
Missouri Career Center —
Kirksville, spoke at a recent
Kirksville Rotary Club
luncheon about the services
available for both businesses
and job seekers. They
discussed services including
training programs, on-the-job
training, WorkReadyMissouri,
and assessments for
National Career Readiness
Certificates. Read more...

Cuba Community
Resources Program
Receive Veteran Hiring
Award
The Show-Me Heroes
program encourages
employers to recruit and to
hire Missouri veterans.
Recently, Diana Lea and
“Friends Helping Friends” at
the Resource Center in Cuba
were honored by the
program for veteran hiring.
The presentation of the “Flag
of Freedom" award was
made by Wayne Houtman,
Local Veterans Employment
Representative for the
Missouri Career Center —
Rolla. Each Flag of Freedom
award is unique,
incorporating a shoulder
patch flag recently worn by a
Missouri National Guard
member in a combat theater.
Friends Helping Friends
recently hired Marine Cpl.
Kody McGuire as an activity
supervisor. Show-Me Heroes
is a cooperative hiring
outreach effort of the
Missouri National Guard and
the Missouri Division of
Workforce Development.
Read more...

employees. UnderCover Inc.,
located in Rogersville, is a
manufacturer of ABS
composite truck bed covers
and truck accessories. The
new facility will be used to
adhere a Class A automotive
finish to the UnderCover
Truck Bed Covers. Read
more...

Gov. Nixon Announces
Small Business Loans to
Two Joplin Businesses
Affected by the May 22
Tornado
Gov. Jay Nixon has
announced that two local,
small businesses that were
severely affected by the May
22 tornado in Joplin will be
able to keep their doors
open and employees
working, thanks to the
Missouri Small Business
Loan Program. The two
businesses, Powersports of
Joplin and Wireless
Connections, were each
approved for a loan of
$50,000. Read more...

Danforth Center Gets
Additional $12M for
Cassava Research
The Donald Danforth Plant
Science Center in Creve
Coeur has received
additional funding totaling
$11.9 million for its research
to make the cassava plant
resistant to viruses to help
boost crop yields and reduce
poverty and famine in sub-
Saharan Africa. The Bill  and
Melinda Gates Foundation
provided $5.6 million, the
Monsanto Fund provided
$5.4 million and the Howard
Buffett Foundation provided
$860,000. Read more...

Hy-Vee Hires 550
Employees; Springfield
Store Opens in Mid-
October
More than 550 people will
have new jobs at the Hy-Vee
grocery store on Springfield's
south side. City officials say
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Honor for veterans, and
community meeting space. 
Read more...

the Ozark Region Workforce
Investment Board held a
successful hiring event in
early August. The new Hy-
Vee food store is located at
Battlefield and Kansas and
has a grand opening slated
for mid-October. Read
more...

European Office Director to Visit GOITA in September
Mr. Ryan O’Lynn, Director of Missouri’s International Trade &
Investment Europe Office, based in London, along with Mr. Sieb
Hoogstra, also from the Europe office, will be the featured
speakers in Springfield on Wednesday, September 28.
The Greater Ozarks International Trade Association
(GOITA) will host a business luncheon to provide details on

doing business with Europe and assistance available to Missouri businesses interested
in exporting to the European market. This engagement is designed to give all persons
currently doing business in Europe valuable insight into the market. Economic, social,
and political topics will be discussed. This event is open to anyone with an interest in
international business opportunities. Registration and networking begins at 11:30 a.m.,
followed by lunch and the presentation at the Tower Club (top floor), John Hammons
Tower in Springfield. Cost is $25 per person and advance registration  is required. 

Insituform Wins $20.7M Contract from Kuwait Oil
Chesterfield-based Insituform has won a $20.7 million, four-
year contract from the Kuwait Oil Company. Corrpro Cos.
Inc., an Insituform subsidiary, expects to begin work on this
project in November. Insituform rehabilitates sewer and
water pipelines. The company has been actively focused on increasing its presence in
the Middle East, with a new office in Oman and a joint venture with Saudi Trading &
Research Co. Ltd. in July. Read more... 

U.S. Trade Gap Narrows; Exports Rise to Record
Trade deficit totaled $44.8 billion in July, 13.1 percent less than in June 

The U.S. trade deficit narrowed much more than expected in
July as strong Latin American demand helped push exports to a
new record and imports fell slightly, a recent government report
showed. The trade gap totaled $44.8 billion, 13.1 percent less
than in June and well below a forecast of $51.0 billion from Wall
Street analysts. It was the biggest month-to-month percentage

drop in the deficit since February 2009. U.S. exports rose 3.6 percent to a record $178.0
billion, driven by record shipments to countries in South and Central America and higher
demand from China and major oil producers. Read more... 

Missouri Department of Economic Development

P.O. Box 118, Jefferson City, MO 65102

Phone: (573) 751-4962 FAX: (573) 751-7384

www.ded.mo.gov
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